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To Next Semester’s Incoming students, 

This book is a legacy that we have left for you. 

A legacy is something that you leave behind for those that follow you. It is something that you pass on to the 
future, so that those that come after you may find the world different, and hopefully a little better than you did.  

In the Spring 2016 semester, the students in my SD-10 classes at Kingsborough Community College were asked 
to leave a legacy for the following semester’s students. In the Legacy project, each student was responsible for 
producing 1 page of material in which they 

1. Reflect on their successes and failures during their first semester at Kingsborough, and 
2. Give some advice to next semester’s incoming students on how to make the most of their first semester 

of college. 

It was left totally up to the students as to what format their page would be. It could be art, music, poetry, or 
prose. It was also left up to them as to what they wanted to say to you, the next SD-10 students, what advice they 
wanted to give you, and what they wanted to share with you. 

The students who produced these pages have left you a legacy: their reflections and hopes that you will find 
your first semester a little better than they did, that you will make your transition to Kingsborough a little more 
smoothly, that you will not hit so many stumbling blocks along the road.  

As there was someone before them who inspired these students to leave you a legacy, I hope that these 
reflections will inspire you to continue the legacy, add your own unique stamp to it, and make it your own. 

This book is a legacy that we have left for you. 

What will you leave to those who follow you? 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Professor George J. Hill 
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Out of Class experience: 

Yoga: May 17, 2016 
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Out of Class experience: 

Working on the campus Urban Farm: May 16, 2016 
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Out of Class experience: 

Urban Farm Visit: May 23, 2016 
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Dmitrii Nikanorov 

SD 10  

Prof. George Hill  

Entering college is a big deal of your life. But it still can be a very hard process 
for a lot of people. Also it was like that for me too, because it's new country for 
me, and I was a little afraid that period of adaptation to the new socium would be 
too long and hard, but hopefully it was just prejudice, because my classes are 
interesting, professors are helpful and clear, my classmates are very friendly and 
good persons. 

But anyway, I promise you, education here will be really different from what you had 
been doing for last eleven or twelve years. In high school getting good grades was 
not a big deal, because teachers knew your possibilities, your reputation. Yes, college 
life is a much more independent, but this independence costs a lot of efforts. The 
main distinction between school and college is that in college you are all on your 
own. Nobody cares about your preparation for text, doing assignment or attendance. 
You have to do it by yourself. To get good grade and pass all the exams depends 
only on you. So, you need to really work hard, it is no more school. 

George Hill is really helpful professor, his classes are really interesting, because he 
is also interested in class. He gave some useful advices as key management. Key 
Management is the crucial thing if you want to stay in the rhythm of a studying. 
You have to understand that studying is more important than your any other deals 
and you have to provide enough efforts to be a successful student, you have to do 
notes for exam, do assignments because no one will do this for you. 

So, entering college was really good decision for me and I have no regrets, even 
though my first semester is not so easy, but I believe that the second will be 
better. I wish good luck for anyone who will read this, just don't forget to adjust 
your time and try to not miss class even one time. College can be really hard, but 
don't give up. 
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Allen Grinberg 

SD-10 George J. Hill 

E-102 

5/23/16 

 

 

   New Students First Semester 

 
 I remember Having my older brother push me for years and I kept trying to push myself to go back to 
school for years as well. Having 2 kids and I couldn't imagine going to school because I knew I had to provide 
for my family. So I said I will work and forget about school for a little while. Well guess what freshmen's I 
waited 8 years to go to college. I was so used to my freedom and having a great work schedule and making 
good money that I didn't bother even thinking of going to college. But life should not stop there. You should 
want more and I wanted more. Why not go to college and do what you love. So finally I was pushed so hard 
that I signed up for college in march and my major is Culinary Arts. I remember going to orientation, listening 
to teachers, peers, instructors I was falling asleep a few times but that's ok I stayed the entire session. Next 
school is to begin the following day I come to school early and my classes say TBA and I'm like really ( what the 
heck ) so I was lost and I went to some room I don't remember which 1 though but I saw a lady and a 
computer and I asked her please look into my account my classes say TBA and today is the 1st day and I was in 
the cluster building and I'm early and nervous. So long story short this lady helped me and I was printed a copy 
of my classes and room numbers. I went from being early to now running to the T building uugghh what a day 
it was for me.  So my first day sounds a bit crazy that's normal freshmen's you'll have your memory of the 1st 
few days as well 8-). My success in Kingsborough is that I'm still there and i didn't give up believe me you will 
want to give up and tell yourself maybe I won't go today or tomorrow just because I'm tired and want the 
extra sleep. Because i go to school then after school I go to work then after work I come home and do 
homework. it is very hard in the beginning but and I'm assuming it'll only get harder but it will get easier in 
time it's all about you. Key word is not to give up ask yourself why you are there? why did you wake up this 
morning and come to school? don't do it because someone forced you to do it. But do it because you want to, 
because you need it. I'm happy I was pushed by my brother and my family I need that push because I wanted 
to go to college I want more I want better. I got to meet good people, new faces, a different life. I have a goal 
and that is to graduate. Kingsborough has so much opportunities waiting for you all you have to do is just find 
what you want. But remember this once you step foot into Kingsborough you are already one stepper closer 
to success. The rest is up to you. You will get stupid essays to do, you will be quizzed, you will get projects, you 
will be writing a lot, you will get tired and drained. But once you see results 80's and 90's and 100's you will 
have that smile on your face and you'll tell yourself I'm happy I made that first step into Kingsborough the rest 



8 
 

was up to me and I'm  happy with my results i knew that I could do it and all those times I wanted to give up 
I'm happy I pushed myself not to quit and fight for a cause. good luck freshmen's. I'm just putting this out 
there I could of been riding my motorcycle tonight after work with my crew instead I'm here writing this 
annoying essay for you freshmen's and its 2:53 am. I'm doing this for a reason. Make sure you have a reason 
as well once again good luck to all. 

Manisha Poran  
SD10-52 
Prof. G. Hill  
5/22/16 
     Legacy Project  
 Your average college freshmen are usually 17-18 years old.  Starting this semester, I was very worried about how 

I would fit in with my classmates. I am not 17or 18 yrs old. I am 27 yrs old and this isn’t my first time at Kingsborough 

Community College.  Back in 2008, I was enrolled as a freshman but due to some family tragedy and some emotional 

problems –I didn’t continue with my education.  So coming back this year, I was scared about being older than the other 

students and if I would be able to handle being back in a school environment after almost 10 years.  When registering 

for classes, I was given the option to take the “opening doors” classes, where three of my classes were linked. This 

meant I would have the same students in all three classes.   

 This was a great thing for me. I got to know my classmates better since I saw them everyday not just in one class 

but in three. It has been a great experience so far. And being in the opening doors link courses has helped me with my 

fear of public speaking. I use to get very nervous to speak in front of big groups of people or to give speeches. But taking 

the speech class and being with the same students, I found that I did not get as nervous as I would before when it came 

to presenting my speeches during class. The only thing I wish I did better is time management.  Between my class 

assignments, my work schedule and family commitments- I had a few slip-ups on finishing up my assignments on time. 

There has been many a nights where I had to pull all nighters because of this.  

 College has been everything I thought it would be. My advice for you incoming students is that you should really 

follow your syllabus and create some sort of calendar or schedule of all of your assignments. You should also give 

yourself plenty of time to study. Don’t wait for the last minute and always pull all-nighters. Get your sleep.  
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John Warren 
My Freshman College Legacy 

 

My first semester of college is what I would call bittersweet. I have learned a lot, but it was also a stressful ride. During 
my semester it was hard to transition back into school life, so my time management skills were no good. I kept being late 
for class and I always did my homework at the last minute SMH. So you know it was never easy for me. But with this 
Opening Doors Community I have built good relationships with my peers and we have kept each other on our toes, and 
helped each other stay focused. This community is the best thing that happened to me cause without it, I could truly say 
my first year would have been way harder. But as my semester have went on my classroom work has definitely 
upgraded and all I was getting was straight As and I was very proud of myself as was my family and friends. I have 
perfected my speech and my writing has gotten better. I wish I would have learned to have better time management, 
but it was a learning experience and I know next semester would be much better. But to be honest I thought I would do 
very bad in school but I’m at the top of my class and I love it. It took some time but I did it. School is just like life. It’s 
what you make it “simple”. If you apply yourself it would come easy to you but if you play with it it will be harder, but 
my advice to you is take advantage of all the help they provide for us cause it really does make things easier. And the 
people that’s sitting beside you right now will become your family and friends and biggest supporters. So embrace it all 
and I know you could make it. 

 

 

Zain L. Morisset 

Motivation is what makes us strive in life, it is what makes us reach our goal. It is what drives me to go back to school 
since I left high school eight years ago. It helps me get through college challenges. I thought college was easy but it’s not, 
because you will have to learn time management, be ahead of everything you are learning. Once you remember why 
you are here and why you made that choice, it won’t be so hard. I feel blessed because I am in a good school. KCC is the 
best college you can ever be. The people here will provide you with all sorts of help from financial situations to 
emotional help. It feels good to know that people do care about us, because we are working hard to get where we want 
to be despite all those challenges, whether it is life or academic. My advice to you incoming students is to stay 
motivated no matter how hard it gets, don’t forget to talk to your advisors if you need help with academic support. They 
will be happy to help. Be on top of your courses and manage your time wisely. 
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Roger Belizairo 

Came to school thinking he was going to do one thing. Discovered the high feelings from his classes 
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Omar Abdu 

Prof. Hill 

5/23/16 

  Legacy Project 

 My dad once told me that “the day you stop learning is the day you are dead.” This has been an ideology 

of mine since I was a kid. Nothing is worse on this planet than time wasted. Growing up and transitioning from 

a high school student to a young adult in college, I realize that this is absolutely true. Time is the one thing that 

does not wait for anyone. Achieving your highest potential is acting upon your thoughts. A vision without 

action is merely a dream.  

 My first year in college was a stressful one, because I took procrastination to a whole new level. I waited 

until the last day to do projects; I wasn’t keeping up with my studies because I would depend on what was 

discussed in class. This was one of the hardest things I had to experience because the professor is not there to 

remind you of every little detail over and over again. Your Freedom increases in college and therefore 

responsibilities increase.  

 Another important thing I learned is taking that extra step plays a major role in your academic 

achievements. Depending m\solely on the information in class like high school is not going to work. Going 

home and opening a book and reviewing is what helps you achieve your full potential. Setting alarms and 

reminders for tests or due dates is also another way to stay on track. The more you push back work and 

assignments they pile up on to of each other and either you mess up and the pressure makes you fail, r you stay 

up struggling to complete the work. Either or, this is not a position you want to put yourself in.  

 Being organized is key to having a better semester or in general a better life. Managing your time, space, 

and work is key to success. Without being organized you won’t remember due dates, reminders, or even 

acknowledge what your forgetting. In order to maximize your college experience, learn from others mistakes. 

Don’t just wait until you go through the trouble yourself. You have to remember that college is the first step 
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into the adult world. I’m not going to say it depicts your future, but it plays a major role in discovering what you 

want to and the direction you’re walking towards.  Don’t belittle any assignment, and take things seriously. This 

is your education you’re dealing with.  

 I’m going to leave you off with this quote “ it’s not how hard you hit, but how hard you can get hit and 

get back up.” this has a deep message because no matter what your doing, where you are, you will always go 

through obstacles and hardships to knock you down. In this case, college knocks you down, but that doesn’t 

mean to give up. If there’s a will there’s a way.  

 

Teristina Williams  

Legacy Project  

First semester,  

New people, new location. 

First semester, 

More work, less time. 

First semester,  

New people, more friends.  

First semester, 

New teachers, less rules. 

First semester, 

New people, new life.  

During your first semester of college it’ll be a tough start, it’s almost like kindergarten all over again. Actually no it’s like 
the first day of High School all over again. But at the end it’s all worth it. 

During my first semester I admit it was hard to keep up with the workload. I felt the new kid all over again, in some of 
my classes. And being 18 while everyone else I met is in their 20s didn’t make it any better. I feel that near the end by 
me minimizing the amount of time I spent with new friends and spending more time focusing on work helped me get 
back on track of keeping up. College so far to be honest has reminded me a lot of high school. I can’t say I enjoyed this 

semester as much as I thought I would, but it’s definitely a learning experience.  
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